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De Fence
Theory

We use 50 wide wel ded
rectangul ar gri d bent
of fencing lies flat along the ground OUTSIDE
of the garden. Grass grows up through this
fencing on the ground and helps to secure it and
render it invisible. Most animals figure they can
dig at the base of the fence to enter the garden
and are deterred quickly because the fencing
continues, even if they back up a little.

We string (14 gauge) wire tautly all the way
around the garden from the top hook of the
stakes and attach to t
ribbons every four feet or so. We fold the ribbons
in half and clip these to the wire using spring
loaded wooden clothespins. The Inuits keep
reindeer in their corrals at night with yellow
ribbon. The fluttering of the ghostly ribbons at
night spooks the reindeer. We use it to keep our
white-tailed deer OUT.



How we |learnedWe started minfarming in 1997.
Here is the fencing we used prior to 2007.

Weusedamixofsoal | ed nAsmal | ani mal fencingo
with 20x40 rectaagumndtrumeshencimgshiok e
about food-growing. We also used the wire strand with cheap plastic yellow ribbons.

The plastic yellow ribbons degraded quickly and shredded in the wind into little pieces
that still show up i n our soil and con
ribbons purchased from a fabric store (polyester rilboontact us for bulk source).

The ribbons worked to deter the deer most of the time. We saw deer tracks in the snc
in winter a few times inside the fenced garden area, so we knew they could get in if
they wanted to. Rabbits and groundhogs were much more problematic: the groundhc
could tunnel under the fence; the rabbits could hop the fence and, as bunnies, could
easily fit through the fencing holes. Once a bunny got in, it could live on our seedling
and hide in the vegetation successfully until it grew large enough that it could NOT fit
back through the fence holes and became a permanent garden resident. Evicting
bunnies was more amusing for the neighbors to watch than for us to do!

Raccoons and opossums were an annual t

De best line of defense is de fence!!



T &

.
e

,, | mm

" PRAVCIRE VA
eV

%_w i

it

S

Is 5 feet
lasrout me

Ich

h

dackeea thegburin

ing w

h fenc

Ire mes

Here we have rolled out our welded w

geems

2
ks get through
h mark where we intend to bend the fenc

X

1
ipmun

The tape measure runs

pretty well though ch
along the 18inc

. Date of

ing

| 2007.

IS project was Apri

th



»

7%

-,

BET

a
on

sur f ace

lefel datérrerd |

a S a

2X40s

use

r u nst

tters

0)

t
r

Donodt
Il push it down to the

C

n g

from burr owi

shallow as shown so that weight of the fence w

ground once it is vertical.



We drag the

fence up

- ward Into

' place. We
secure it to

& /0 t alj et s S
" garden Q _ / ’/f//
posts, leav ™ L\ /

s
i o
. ingsometop

back from
- the weight
-+ of animals
~ that try to



(TP s AT

o)
Q
©
o
o
A
©
o)
=

the

Ing on

fenc

ground below




8

— & L &
S5 — = 9
&) = & O
=2 S5
nfe

© O Qo= >
- o
>0 3 23
O QO @ = ®©
pge
e.lenr
- @© =
erhW




operated wooden
clothespins to
secure yellow
ribbons from the




Completed east fence with
wire and ribbons



